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	United Kingdom
Will the ECC be recognised/useful? 
Yes it will be useful. ‘Recognition’ will take some time to achieve because for employers it 
will be a new certificate they do not know about, but they will be able to find out about it 
easily on the website. It will provide a good basis for employment and will enable your em-
ployer to know that you know the basics of social care. It will not be recognised by emplo-
yers for regulatory or registration purposes (see below). 

Rules and regulations to work in the country 
	 At the time of writing no documents are required from workers from  Austria, Belgium, 

Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK

	 If you come from the following countries you are able to work but will be required to re-
gister under the Home Office Workers Registration Scheme during their first year working 
for an employer, and pay a fee.: Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Po-
land, Slovakia, Slovenia. 

	 If you come from Bulgaria, Romania or counties outside the EC you will need a work per-
mit or visa.  

	 Further information is available on the Home office website www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/  
and should be checked for the most current information and requirements as these details 
may change. 

Rules and regulations to work in the care sector.
	 Are there any legal  requirements to work in social care?
	 Yes. There are some regulations about being registered as a social care worker, the requi-

rements are different in each of the four countries in the UK.  Registration is being gradu-
ally introduced for different types of worker and it is intended it will eventually cover all 
types of social care worker. You will need to check with your employer about how this will 
affect you if they offer you a job.  Working with children has different requirements than 
working with adults.

	 Social Care workers are all required to work to a ‘Code of Practice’. If these codes are 
breached, workers can have their names removed from the social care register and they 
will not be allowed to work in social care again.

	 Further details are available from: 
	 For work in England: www.gscc.org.uk/
	 For work in Wales: www.ccwales.org.uk/
	 For work in Northern Ireland: www.niscc.info/
	 For work in Scotland: www.sssc.uk.com

	 Social care workers who work with adults and children who are vulnerable, before taking up 
any position in a social care setting, whether paid or as a volunteer, will be subject to checks 
to confirm your suitability for employment.  This will include a Criminal Records check.

Websites of interest

	 Official government website for 
citizens  
www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm

	 Home Office  
www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/

	 General Social Care Council  
www.gscc.org.uk

	 Care Council for Wales: 
www.ccwales.org.uk/

	 Northern Ireland Social Care Council 
www.niscc.info/

	 Skills for Care  
www.skillsforcare.org.uk

	 Scottish Social Services Council 
www.sssc.uk.com

	 Skills for Care and Development 
www.skillsforcareandevelopment. 
org.uk
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	 Will I need a formal qualification?
	 You do not need qualifications to start work in the social care sector at entry level but 

there are expectations that qualifications will be achieved within a given period, you 
should check the registration requirements at the websites listed above.  You can make a 
career out of working in social care, and to help this you can get more and better qualifi-
cations over time.

	 Will I need other training to start work in the social care sector?
	 No, not to start work at entry level. But once you have started work you will need to com-

plete an ‘induction programme’. This will help you to learn about your new workplace and 
the people you will be supporting. If you will be working with children there may be extra 
things you need to learn. In some jobs you may need extra training in some of the things 
you will be expected to do e.g. if you are to handle food, you will need training in food 
hygiene. Your employer will advise you about this. 

United Kingdom – Country facts and figures

Official languages English, Welsh in Wales and Scottish form  
of Gaelic in Scotland. 

Currency British Pound

Population 61 Million  

Capitals London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast

Health care National Health System (NHS) has wide variation from Country 
to country –is not delivered same in Northern Ireland (NI), as is 
integrated H&SC system unique to NI

Social Care Devolved power in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales. 

Education system Devolved powers in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales.

Minimum wage Adults (which means people aged 22 and over),  
£5.73 an hour. 
Workers aged 18-21, £4.77 an hour – 
the 'development rate'. 
Young people (those older than school leaving age and 
younger than 18; you're under school leaving age until the 
end of summer term of the school year in which you turn 16), 
£3.53 an hour. 
(data as of summer 2008)

Important note

The UK is made up of four countries 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. While the same regulations 
apply about getting into the UK with 
or without a visa/ work permit or 
needing to apply to the Home Office 
Workers Registration Scheme , there 
are differences in how workers are 
given initial training in each of the four 
countries and also in the  registration 
requirements . It is best to check out 
the details with your future employer, 
or the website details above.
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	ECC future – expansion and further 
	 development 
The two years LEONARDO funding for the ECC project ended in October 2008. After that 
date the ECC needs to become a self supporting Europe-wide award in care.

The ECC enters a new phase of dissemination and development and will hopefully spread all 
over Europe and be recognised by service users, employers and training providers. We will 
also be exploring links to the European qualification framework (EQF) which is being deve-
loped on a European level at the moment. 

Most of the current partners and some new partners will form the ECC Board. The Secreta-
riat for the ECC Board will be located in Brussels at the HQ of the European Association of 
Service Providers for people with Disabilities (EASPD) and EASPD will take a leading role in 
the further development of the ECC. 

If you would like to become an ECC 
delivery partner you should contact 
your country Lead Partner. You will 

find the updated list of ECC Lead 
Partners on the ECC website 

www.eccertificate.eu. If there is cur-
rently no Lead Partner in your coun-

try and you would be interested in 
either becoming a Lead Partner or 

being a Delivery Partner, you should 
then contact the European secretari-

at of the ECC in Brussels, Belgium 
eccertificate@easpd.eu
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Partners who developed the ECC from 2006-2008:

	 European Association of Service Providers for people with Disabilities (EASPD) 
Av. d‘Auderghem / Ouderghemlaan 63 
B - 1040 Brussels 
Phone +3222824610, www.easpd.be

	 Skills for Care & Development  
Sgiliau Gofal a Datblygu, 2nd Floor, City Exchange, Albion Street,  
Leeds LS1 5ES 
Phone +441133907666, www.skillsforcareanddevelopment.org.uk

	 Association for Real Change (ARC) 
Marsden Street 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 1JY 
Phone +441246555043, www.arcuk.org.uk

	 Social Care Institute for Excellence 
Goldings House, 2 Hay´s Lane 
London SE1 2HB 
Phone: +442070896840, www.scie.org.uk

	 Direktorenverein Österreicher Sozialberufsbildung (DIVOS) 
Kathi-Lampert-Schule, Vorarlberger Wirtschaftspark,  
A-6840 Götzis 
Phone +435523531280,www.kathi-lampert-schule.at

	 Association of Care Educators in Europe (ACE) 
Robert-Kümmert-Akademie, Sedanstraße 25,  
D-97082 Würzburg 
Phone +499316158340 
www. ace-europe.info 
www. heilerziehungspflege-wuerzburg.de

	 Centro de Educação para o Cidadão Deficiente (CECD) 
Av. 25 de Abril, n°190 - Mira Sintra 
P-2735-418 Cacém 
Phone +351219188560, www. cecdmirasintra.org 

	 Fundata Alpha Transsilvanã (FAT) 
Aleea Vrancea 1 
RO-540517 Tirgu Mures 
Phone +40265257057, www.alphatransilvana.ro

Please access the ECC website to find out who the current 
Board, Lead and Delivery Partners are.
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